BALAJI
LAKSHMAN

IIIIIIII



IIIIIIII

“OOOtO

and to be able to
provide those solutions to my
own clients,”

For Balaji Lakshman, advancing his cloud career wasn't just about earning certifications — it
was about developing the practical experience needed to architect solutions with
confidence. As a Splunk Engineer, he had already built a strong technical foundation, but
he knew the next step in his career required deeper expertise in AWS architecture and

real-world implementation.



Balaji shared. His long-term goal was to strengthen his capabilities as a Solutions
Architect while expanding the value he could bring to both his current role and future
opportunities.

"One of the main reasons | wanted to
join the bootcamp was to continue
learning AWS cloud infrastructure and
architecture and to be able to provide
those solutions to my own clients,”
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Bridging the Gap Between Theory = 9w
and Practice

TRANSFORMATIVE TEAMWORK APPLIED COLLABORATION

While the Cloud Mastery Bootcamp provided a solid Having already experienced

technical curriculum, Balaji found one experience collaborative engineering within

particularly transformative —the AWS group Splunk, he appreciated the opportunity

collaboration projects. to apply that same team-based
approach.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

Although homework assignments and coursework helped reinforce concepts, working alongside
teammates to solve real cloud challenges brought those concepts to life.

"With any IT job, in order to build your career, you heed hands-on experience outside of what
you're doing in class," he explained.

"It was nice to have that experience with AWS since | didn't have that before."



A\ DigitalCloud

Learning by Building
Together

Throughout the group collaboration workshop, Balaji's
team worked through the same kinds of conversations
and decision-making processes found in professional
engineering environments. Team members coordinated
schedules, communicated regularly, and solved
technical challenges together from the initial planning
stages through the final deployment.

"Overall, it was a great experience. Everyone
participated, we communicated with one another
throughout the project, from the initial planning
stages to the end."




‘Before, it was mostly
theoretical learning. But
when you put it all together, it
actually helped me
understand what each AWS
component was doing."

More importantly, building the
solution together helped solidify
concepts that had previously
existed only in theory.




A REAL-WORLD PROJECT THAT BUILDS
INTERVIEW CONFIDENCE

Client-Centric Mirroring
Real-World Exposure
Architectural Resilience

Practical Mastery

Applied Experience, Credibility, Readiness




One of the biggest takeaways for
Balaji was how closely the group
collaboration workshop mirrored real
client engagements.

That experience gave him valuable
exposure to the types of
conversations and technical
decisions cloud engineers make
every day.
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‘The instructor gave us
the project requirements,

just like a client would
give us a high-level idea
of what they wanted.
Then you build it, check
in with them, get
feedback, and continue
improving it.”




It gives you really good talking points to use

during interviews to showcase your skill set.”

Working as a team, they designed and deployed a static website hosted
In Amazon S3, integrated API Gateway and AWS Lambda, and later
expanded the solution by implementing a failover region for resiliency.

Rather than simply discussing cloud concepts, Balaji now had a

complete project he could confidently explain from architecture through
Implementation.




Building a Portfolio That Proves
Technical Ability

For Balaji, the project became much more than a classroom exercise — it became tangible
evidence of his capabilities.

"We built diagrams, documented every step, included screenshots, and put everything in
GitHub."

That portfolio allows hiring managers to see more than a
resume.

"It shows what an actual engineer does. You can talk
through it, and they can actually look at the work."

In today's competitive hiring market, Balaji believes that's a
significant advantage.

"It's another way of proving that you're the real deal."
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Growing Through Challenges

Like many real-world projects, the collaboration wasn't without obstacles. As newer AWS
practitioners, the team sometimes overcomplicated the solution, extending the project beyond

its original timeline.

Looking back, Balaji sees that challenge as one of the most
valuable lessons.

"We kept trying to make it more like a production
environment instead of focusing on learning the individual

components first."

The experience reinforced an important engineering principle:
balance innovation with execution.

"That's a learning experience. You make adjustments for
future projects."

DigitalCloud

TRAINING




DigitalCloud

TRAINING

Preparing for What's Next

As Balaji continues pursuing his AWS Professional certification, he believes the Cloud Mastery
Bootcamp has given him far more than technical knowledge. It has provided practical experience,

stronger collaboration skills, and greater confidence in discussing cloud architecture with both
clients and employers.

"I had a great experience. | really enjoyed the class, the teaching style,
and the way | was learning. Hands-on projects help you get to know your
classmates, solve problems together, build confidence, and gain
experience — especially for people who are looking to get into the field."

For Balaji, the Cloud Mastery Bootcamp has become more than a certification program. It has been
an opportunity to transform classroom knowledge into real-world engineering experience, preparing
him to deliver cloud solutions with confidence while strengthening his career as a cloud architect.
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